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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 24th April 2017 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram
(Chairperson)
         Mrs. Scrogham(Vice-chairperson)                                          
                Mr. Stretch                                   Mrs. Thompson 

         
                District Councillor Mrs. Airey    District Councillor Mr. Butcher  

                PCSO Helen Madden        

                Mr. Morrison, Mr. Hodgson & four members of the public
1.   Apologies


   County Councillor Mrs. Willis     Mr. Fockema
2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes were approved and signed.
3.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

There were no declarations of interests.
4.    Public Participation by Question & Comment
Mr. Morrison made an enquiry regarding progress on the field where the appeal had been successful to build an agricultural building which was now being used as a storage area. There was a lot of concern amongst neighbouring residents. Mr. Morrison suggested that a letter should be sent to the inspector who passed the application on appeal to demonstrate the current property usage and request that the inspector revisits the property. This proposal was accepted by the council. A letter would be sent supported by current photographs taken by Mrs. Scrogham. Clerk to compose letter to the inspector and Mrs. Scrogham to take photographs.
Mr. Morrison reiterated concerns regarding the Community Led Plan meetings not being held on parish council property. Mr. Morrison was informed that advice had been sought from the C.C.C. Area Engagement Officer. The objective was to reach out to the community and to be seen in the community. Mr. Morrison’s concerns had been noted with the group being currently at an informal meeting stage. The next  assembly would be held in the Parish Rooms as the group meetings would have reached the next stage.
District Councillor Mr. Butcher reported that several residents had complained about the pot holes on Main Street, Loppergarth and a temporary fix had been applied. 
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Problems with blocked drains had been caused by the extra traffic displacing mud on the roads. A complaint had been received regarding cars being driven over the grass to the houses on Moorgarth. The ownership of the land was unclear causing a delay to the rectification of this problem. Mr. Butcher enquired whether the flooding on what had been identified as Red Lane was actually situated on Urswick Road.

District Councillor Mrs. Airey reported that the post box at Pennington School was due to be replaced. County Councillor Mrs. Willis reported via email that a complaint had been received regarding the resurfacing of Park Field. A visit had been scheduled to review the work.
Mr. Hodgson of Rowe End Farm read a letter to the council detailing his concerns regarding continuing problems with road users using an inappropriate speed on a country lane near farm buildings with the inherent dangers of exiting farm animals and farm vehicles. Mr. Hodgson requested an extension of the 20mph limit to Low Greaves in addition to farm warning signs. Other members highlighted speeding at Beckside, Pennington with part of a wall being recently demolished by a tractor. A speed restriction was also requested between Loppergarth and Lindal. Clerk to forward requests to County Councillor Mrs. Willis.
Mrs. Scrogham raised the issue of the large root growing across the Loppergarth to Rowe Head footpath causing a potential trip hazard. Mr. Butcher reported that this had been noted during the work recently carried out on the footpath. However, because removing the root would produce an uneven surface on the tarmac, the root removal was required to be carried out immediately before the reinstatement of the tarmac. Mr. Butcher was liaising with the authority for the work to be carried out.

PCSO Helen Madden reported via email that the incidents of note in the parish 
consisted of two road traffic collisions. One in Swarthmoor was a minor damage/minor injury occurrence with the other, damage only, being in Pennington. An offender was charged with harassment where both parties were known to one another. A civil matter of a vehicle parked on private land was logged as a highway disruption together with three incidents of sheep/lambs on the A590 between Swarthmoor and Lindal. There was one common assault with parties being known to one another. Dog fouling patrols were continuing with the SLDC Enforcement Officer. Concerns have also been raised regarding parking and access at Loppergarth. A tractor had torn drainpipes off houses on Main Street, Loppergarth and failed to stop. Cars were parked legally at the time with sufficient room for emergency vehicle access. Residents stated that tractors regularly brushed past the windows and requested that farmers be contacted and asked to show respect to the villagers. PCSO Helen Madden to contact Farm Watch to convey this message.
5.  Lindal

The ‘Lindal Dip’ road works were complete and the Holding Direction had been removed by Highways England.
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6.  Swarthmoor 

a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received
b) Mrs. Willis reported via email that a complaint had been received regarding the deterioration of the poster in the bus stop near the Miners Arms. However, a request had been received from Pennington School for the children to decorate the poster areas of the bus stops on Ulverston Road which required cleaning prior to the children’s work being displayed.
c)The adoption of the telephone kiosk outside 64/64B was complete and the appropriate notice displayed inside.

d)There had been issues regarding volunteers emptying the wooden litter bins in Swarthmoor which had been resolved.
7.   Loppergarth

a)The Loppergarth playground report had been received showing the picnic table required attention. Mrs. Scrogram indicated that a new picnic table costing £130 had been selected. The council agreed to fund this from the money kindly donated by Mr. Butcher for the playgrounds. 
Mrs. Scrogham reported that Mrs. Millard was no longer able to lead the Loppergarth Playground refurbishment but that the Loppergarth Community Group would like to take over the project on a smaller scale. They were in the process of determining the amount of money held by the parish council for the new playground and writing to those who had pledged money to the project. The parish council approved the change in personnel.
8.  Year End

The books had been approved by Mr. Crammond, the internal auditor, and the summary of the year end accounts had been emailed to the councillors. The Chairman proposed a resolution to approve section 1, the Annual Governance Statement of the Local Councils in England Annual Return. This was carried unanimously. The Chairman proposed a resolution to approve section 2, the Accounting Statement, of the Local Councils in England Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2017. This was carried unanimously. Clerk to send year end details to the external auditor and letter of thanks to Mr. Crammond.
9.   James Fell Charity

The clerk had received a request from HSBC for detail to comply with anti fraud measures. The clerk felt that the amount of personal identification information requested for the signatories was excessive especially when it was requested that it 
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should be supplied via email. HSBC insisted that non compliance would result in the closure of the James Fell Charity account. The clerk is trying to open a new charity account with the Lloyds bank to be used when the HSBC account is closed.
10. Bi-annual Review

The Parish Charter was reviewed for future use.
11. CALC Meeting

Mrs. Scrogham and Mrs. Thompson attended the CALC meeting on 9th March 2017 at the Gilpin Bridge Hotel, Levens. There was a presentation from Celia McNally of the Environment Agency explaining how the Environment Agency is working with other teams through an interagency approach to help improve the flood defences of the county through Flood Partnerships. There was a discussion on the National Grid and NUGen possibly approaching the planning inspectorate by April to place a secondary line to run alongside the plans already submitted by the National Grid to service the proposed nuclear plant.  Morecambe Bay Partnership has set aside £10,000 to develop an economic plan for the area. The Clinical Commissioning Group borders are changing with Pennington being in the South Clinical Commissioning Group.

12. Community Led Plan

Mrs. Scrogham informed the council that a fledgling questionnaire was almost complete to offer for a critical test by a sample group of residents. The questions would then be optimised from the feedback. It was agreed that the questionnaire would be approved by the council prior to distribution.
13.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

Mrs. Wood had indicated that the Parish Rooms needed a thorough clean. It was agreed that professional cleaners should be engaged to carry out the work. Clerk to ask Mrs. Wood to arrange for deployment of cleaners.
14. Highway Repairs

The reported potholes on Pennington Lane and on the Loppergarth to Lindal road had been fixed. The highways hotline number is 0330 303 2992. The highways fault reporting website is http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/communications/reportafault.asp
15. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid        
         None
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Invoices Due for Payment
         Clerk’s expenses

         6 x 2nd class stamps



          £6.72

         Computer allowance



        £25.00

         Telephone calls


 
          £4.00


         Printer cartridge



        £37.99








        --------







                    £73.71








        --------

Receipts
         Sunnyside rent



                  £420.00


Allotment rent




      £150.00
Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds statement no. 78 issue date 10th April 2017) balance on 10th April 2017: £10,739.79. (This includes £1,300 funding being held for the new Loppergarth Playground)
16. Planning Applications
Pennington

The following planning application was refused:-

         SL/2017/0142 
Sycamore Cottage, Pennington, conversion of barn known as 

         Sycamore Cottage to a dwelling house

         ‘Pennington Parish Council has concerns regarding drainage at this location and
         would like to endorse the letters from Mr. Herron, CCC Development Manager, and 
         Mr. Metcalfe, Environmental Health Officer. The parish council feels that the

         flooding problem needs to be addressed prior to the progression of this planning 
         application.’
SLDC
The following planning application was approved:-

         SL/2017/0109

12, Ulverston Road, single storey extension and relocation of    

         garage. 

         17.  Correspondence
         A list of correspondence was read. Mrs. Scrogham took the Hags Playground 

         equipment brochure
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18.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda

The next meeting was arranged for 15th May 2017.
Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 26th April 2017
 
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

