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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 18th September 2017 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram
(Chairperson)
          Mrs. Scrogham                                         
                Mr. Stretch                                   
                County Councillor Mrs. Willis   

                Mr. Morrison, Mr. Douglas, Mrs. Lamb & Mrs. Johnstone
1.   Apologies


    Mrs. Thompson (Vice-chairperson)         Mr. Fockema

                PCSO Helen Madden        
                District Councillor Mrs. Airey    District Councillor Mr. Butcher  
2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes were approved and signed.
3.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

There were no declarations of interests.
4.    Public Participation by Question & Comment
Mrs. Scrogham reported that Beckside Beck was green and foaming and, on making an enquiry to the Environment Agency, was informed that green/blue algae was present in Pennington Reservoir and that the agency was working with farmers to improve water quality. Harlock and Poaka Beck Reservoirs are regulated by the drinking water inspectorate. These reservoirs would presumably be used by the numerous new building to draw their water.

Mrs. Johnstone addressed the council and gave a comprehensive talk on the background of the Kirkby Wind Farm installation and the reasons why the original twenty-five year lifespan of the turbines should not be extended. The council agreed to write a letter of objection to the retention of the turbines. The Chairman thanked Mrs. Johnstone for her attendance at the meeting. Clerk to write letter of objection to the SLDC Planning Department.
Mr. Douglas reported the overgrown nature of the Rufus Lane footpath while Mrs. Scrogham reported that the Loppergarth to Rowe Head footpath was also overgrown. 
Mr. Douglas, who created the current parish council website, suggested that the parish council should investigate the installation of a professional, user friendly website. County Councillor Mrs. Willis offered to obtain a quotation. Mrs. Willis to obtain website quotation and clerk to report overgrown footpaths.
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PCSO Helen Madden reported via email that the incidents of note in the parish consisted of one road traffic collision involving two cars in Lindal with minor damage/minor injury occurrence. There was one fail to stop collision with minor damage to one vehicle on the A590 between Lindal and Swarthmoor. There was one damage only road traffic collision involving two vehicles in Loppergarth. There was one anti-social behaviour incident in Swarthmoor. There were three incidents of concern for welfare. There was one common assault with no injury with parties being known to one another and one road related offence with trail bikes being ridden on the highway without helmets. Dog fouling patrols were continuing with the SLDC Enforcement Officer
5. Community Led Plan

Mrs. Thompson reported via email that the sub-committee met on 1st August 2017 to discuss the feedback from the parish council meeting and to agree the schedule for piloting the questionnaire with the sample group. The sample group is a representation of ten local residents from across the parish including the newly appointed Pennington School head teacher. Team member, Mrs. Houston, led the pilot exercise and has collated the responses on to an excel spreadsheet. The sub- committee will meet in order to scrutinise the sample group responses and refine the questionnaire before bringing the finalised version back to the parish council for approval.

6.  Swarthmoor 

a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received
b)A side panel of the bus stop outside 32/34 Ulverston Road has been replaced by a lexon panel.

7.   Loppergarth

a)The Loppergarth playground report had been received. 
8.   Community Magazine

Mr. Douglas informed the council that a team is considering continuing the production of a community newsletter. He informed the council that a print run cost £159 and the money from the previous Community News had been distributed to the advertisers and to charities. The council agreed to donate £200 towards the costs.
Mr. Douglas suggested that the use of the internet would be the way forward in the future.
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9.   War Memorial Workshop 

Mrs. Thompson and Mr. Fockema had very kindly agreed to attend a workshop on 4th October in Carlisle run by the Civic Trust. The workshops are being held across the country to inspire action and encourage communities to save their local war memorial.
10.  Year End

The clerk informed the council that a successful audit opinion had been received from the external auditor. The annual return was accepted and approved by the parish council
11.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

The meeting was adjourned during which time Mrs. Scrogham and Mr. Stretch attended Sunnyside for the annual appraisal and reported Mr. Flower was encountering an issue with the electrical supply to his cooker. Clerk to arrange electrical inspection.
Mr. & Mrs. Grantham had kindly painted the Parish Rooms gate and handrail. Chairman to send a letter of thanks.
12. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid        
         External audit



                 £120.00
         Parish Rooms paint
       


       £16.33
         Ulverston Town Lands rent


       £30.00

         Replacement bus shelter panel

     £335.34

Invoices Due for Payment
Receipts
         Sunnyside rent



                 £840.00

Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds statement no. 83 issue date 8th September 2017) balance on 8th September 2017: £12,303.79. (This includes £1,300 funding being held for the new Loppergarth Playground)
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13. Planning Applications
Pennington

The following planning applications were not approved:-

         SL/2017/0681         Erection of 27 dwellings, including 35% affordable provision, 
public open space, and associated infrastructure, land off Pennington Lane, Swarthmoor
         The above planning application was received during the summer break. The 
         councillors, therefore, held a meeting on 4th September 2017 inviting the neighbours 
         of the proposed development to gather information to formulate the following letter:-

‘This planning application is an insult to Pennington Parish. Previously Storey Homes submitted an application, SL/2014/1147, for 141 houses with direct access onto the A590 onto which Highways England placed a Holding Direction which was never revoked. The planning application was consequently withdrawn. Part of the development plan for the current planning application refers to two link roads for future access presumably to accommodate these 141 houses. This current planning application is merely a vehicle to provide a gateway for the full development of the site. The only viable exit from the proposed site in the current application is onto the A590 at the Cross-a-Moor junction as the alternative routes are narrow country lanes. The Cross-a-Moor junction is merely yards from the proposed exit onto the A590 in the 2014 application for 141 houses. Amazingly, Highways England was not present on the consultation list for this current application
There have been serious multi-car accidents in the vicinity of Cross-a-Moor which caused road closures and severe traffic problems on alternative country road routes. As an example, three accidents within the last eighteen months required police involvement. The A590 was closed for the entire afternoon on one of these occasions as injuries sustained at the Cross-a-Moor junction were so severe that the air ambulance was required. There are numerous unreported accidents as the car debris on the roadside indicates and many, many near misses. 

Cross-a-Moor is a dangerous, staggered junction with poor visibility. It has a feeder lane in the centre for cars turning right into Main Road from Barrow-in-Furness or right towards Pennington from Ulverston. This lane frequently fills. Vehicles waiting to join the feeder lane cause standing traffic on the A590. This can occur at any time of the day but is pronounced during the rush hours of 8:15am – 9:30am and 3:30pm – 6pm.Turning right is extremely difficult at any time of day but is impossible between 4:30pm and 6pm. In addition, particularly on Friday afternoon, vehicles back up to the Cross-a-Moor junction from the traffic lights on the A590 at Ulverston. It can, therefore, take half an hour travelling from Barrow-in-Furness towards Ulverston to pass the Cross-a-Moor junction because of stationary traffic due to drivers turning right into Main Road and an additional thirty minutes to reach Ulverston because of the backlog from the Ulverston traffic lights. This is not Greater Manchester in the rush hour. This is the Furness Peninsula.
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The A590 is also the major route for emergency vehicles with sirens being heard several times a day travelling through Swarthmoor. A new Blue Emergency Hub is under construction a short distance away on the A590 at Daltongate, Ulverston to accommodate the police, fire and ambulance services. It was recently announced that two major supermarkets will also be built on the same site funnelling more traffic to the Cross-a-Moor junction. In excess of 700 houses are to be built in Ulverston, many of the vehicles from which will also be drawn to the Cross-a-Moor junction as it is the shortest route to Barrow-in-Furness, the major centre for employment in the area. This is because Ulverston has recently suffered grave economic setbacks resulting in the loss of skilled jobs. 

Due to the downturn in the oil industry one major employer, Siemens, has already shed eighty jobs. Even more devastating for the town is the fact that the major town employer, GlaxoSmithkline, has put the pharmaceutical plant up for sale jeopardizing three hundred and sixty valuable jobs. Of course with the multiplier effect, job losses will increase in the town as spending reduces.

           Another issue of paramount importance is the safety of our children. Pennington School is situated at the end of the road of the proposed access to the development. It was positioned on this site between Pennington and Swarthmoor to serve both communities but is close to neither. Consequently, there is a serious parking problem at school time with cars double parked the entire length of the road and parked along all tributary country lanes to the school. Cross-a-Moor also houses one of the few nurseries in the area in the grounds of Pennington Memorial Hall. Travelling to and from school is one of our greatest concerns as the welfare of our children is our top priority. Dangers are already inherent in the school journey for the reasons described. Development at this site would increase these hazards adding large wagons, noise pollution and a dangerous building site to the lane. One resident suffered breathing problems due to the fumes from the stationary traffic at Cross-a-Moor during the lengthy road works at Lindal and increased traffic fumes is a worry for the health of our children. Farming is prominent in this community and is vital to it’s sustainability. A long term building site in the parish on the only accessible road for farmers would impact on the movement of heavy machinery from milk tankers to tractors and combine harvesters.

Cross-a-Moor has no facilities, no shops within walking distance, and no street lights. The existing houses are served by septic tanks and suffer low water pressure necessitating the removal of electric showers to prevent scalding. Town houses with the associated amenities are more desirable. The previous local housing developments on Trinkeld Park and Birkrigg Park produced problems with the sewers because the system could not sustain the increased volume. The infrastructure has not been updated and will have to accommodate the Ulverston housing developments probably taking the system past saturation point. 

I have included photographs of the traffic chaos at Cross-a-Moor. I have included a photograph of the war memorial situated at the Cross-a-Moor junction partly demolished as a result of a road traffic collision. This war memorial is grade two listed and contains a very important Victoria Cross memorial in Yorkshire stone. 
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To backup concerns with statistics, I have included a traffic survey from 2014 showing 18,000 vehicles travelling through Swarthmoor. The journey numbers will now will be considerably higher. One statistic that I totally and absolutely detest citing due to respect for the families is that there have been fatalities on the A590 in Pennington Parish, but for some reason, this parish council continues to receive incredibly ill conceived planning applications. The recent proposed Lindal concrete processing plant on the A590 being the latest.

Pennington Parish fails to comprehend why further house building is required given the gloomy economic outlook in Ulverston. Pennington Parish fails to comprehend why South Lakeland District Council wants to develop along the dangerous A590 on green field land in one of the few villages without a bye-pass. Pennington Parish would like South Lakeland District Council to put an end to this insanity and immediately reject this planning application.’
         SL/2017/0687
    Variation of condition no. 6 attached to planning permission 
         5/90/2312(erection of 15 wind turbines and construction of access ways) to vary the#

         temporary time condition to allow retention of turbines until 31 March 2027, followed  

         by one year to carry out decommissioning works.

SLDC
The following planning applications were approved:-

         SL/2017/0489
         The Rear Cottage, 8 Whinfield Farm, Lindal, 2 storey rear   

         extension

         SL/2017/0572          OS Field no 7070, Loppergarth, Pennington, extension to hay

         barn

         SL/2017/0615
         76, Ulverston Road, Swarthmoor, single storey side extension
         and front porch

         14.  Correspondence
         There was no correspondence.
15.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda

The next meeting was arranged for 16th October 2017.
Loppergarth Playground equipment
Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 21st September 2017
 
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

