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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 15th October 2018 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram
(Chairperson) Mrs. Thompson (Vice-chairperson)                

    Mr. Stretch


           Mrs. Scrogham                              
    2 members of the public                   
1.   Apologies

    County Councillor Mrs. Willis       District Councillor Mr. Butcher 

    District Councillor Mr. Airey         PCSO Helen Madden  

                District Councillor Mrs. Airey  

2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes were approved and signed.
3.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

Mrs. Thompson declared an interest in the Rufus Lane maintenance. 
4.    Public Participation by Question & Comment

The Chairman reported he had received Mr. Fockema’s letter of resignation from the parish council.
PCSO Helen Madden reported that the incidents of note in the parish consisted of one road traffic collision involving a heavy goods vehicle and motorcyclist on the A590 near Lindal with no resulting injuries. There was one highway disruption due to a bull on Green Lane. There was one incident of anti-social behaviour consisting of unknown persons making a noise during the night. PCSO Madden also reported that Trading Standards were also investigating pressurised sales tactics in the parish.
PCSO Madden informed the council that parking and access problems were being monitored at the school with further patrols planned in addition to a trial with cones to attempt to improve safety and access. Joint patrols were planned with SLDC enforcement to monitor dog fouling, littering, fly tipping and abandoned vehicles using SLDC stencils in problem areas. The use of the laser speed gun was planned for Main Road and Carley Lane.
A resident had raised the issue of radon gas in the parish. The parish council has no powers or duties with regard to naturally occurring gases. Research had indicated that this gas could result from the mining that took place in the area and that it was an issue dealt with at local authority level. Clerk to forward the email to the district and county councillors.
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Mrs. Thompson agreed to complete a small questionnaire from Electricity North regarding the Priority Services Register maintained for people who may require a little extra help.  Customers who register are given special consideration especially at times of disruption to the power or water supply. It was decided that this service could be publicised in the Community Chat magazine.

PCSO Helen Madden had very kindly obtained a quotation in the region of £250 to relocate the Main Road defibrillator from the highway lamp post to the secondary lamp post previously installed. Mr. Stretch asked if the parish council could possibly help with the cost as an amount of the current defibrillator fund would be required to update equipment in 2019. It was agreed that the parish council would contribute £150 towards the relocation costs.

5.  Highways

The drop in event to view the proposed plans for the Cross-a-Moor roundabout took place on 20th September 2018 at Pennington Memorial Hall and was well attended. Residents commented that the proposed new access road almost opposite the Trinkeld Avenue junction should start at Park Road to avoid the bad corners and exit around Park Field. It was also requested to place lane markings on the roundabout approach roads to try to avoid the dangerous overtaking currently occurring on local roundabouts.
6.  Community Led Plan

A meeting took place on 8th October 2018 at Pennington School also attended by the school headmistress and the Development Officer from ACTion with Communities in Cumbria. A small Community Led Plan Questionnaire had been completed by the school children. The next step in the Community Led Plan journey is to create an action plan with a good example from another community provided for reference by the ACTion with Communities Development Officer. Priorities from the Community Led Plan questionnaires would be identified.
7.  Swarthmoor 

a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received. 
b)Mr. Stretch was awaiting the quotation to clean the bus shelters and telephone box. Due to the condition of the bus stop near The Miners Arms, it was decided to arrange to have the electricity removed from the bus stop. Mr. Stretch to contact Cumbria County Council to arrange the removal of the electricity supply.
c)The clerk contacted Cumbria County Council to obtain permission to carry out the proposed improvements to the Rufus Lane Bridleway. The Countryside Access Officer contacted the contractor who, unfortunately, did not have the required certification to work on the public highway so could not work on the Bridleway. 
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It was indicated, however, that match funding was available to carry out the surfacing to the appropriate specification. In addition, it was proposed that the northern end, currently used by vehicles, be resurfaced. Permission for this would be required to be obtained from the landowner. The Chairman had sent the letter detailing the work requesting his agreement and was awaiting a reply. In order to reach the required funding amount for the work, the parish council was asked to commit £2,000 to the project. This was agreed unanimously. The cost to Cumbria County Council would be in the region of £10,000.
8.   Loppergarth

a)The Loppergarth playground report had been received. 
b) The clerk had contacted two contractors to obtain quotations to repair the loose tarmac on Loppergarth Car Park. 
c) The clerk had asked the electrician to repair the light in the Loppergarth Telephone Box while he was carrying out the work on the Parish Rooms and Sunnyside.

9.   Remembrance Day

A member of public had kindly ordered the poppy wreath. It was decided that Mrs. Thompson would represent the parish council and lay the wreath at the Remembrance Day Service. Mrs. Thompson to attend Remembrance Day Service.
10. Parish Council

a)The funeral bier was again considered and it was thought that, once the wheels are removed, it could fit through the Parish Rooms door and be housed under the stairs. Mrs. Scrogham to investigate the logistics of the manoeuvre.
b) The budget for 2019/2020 was considered. It was reported that the parish council, taking into account one-off items, spent £7,414 in 2017/2018. A 10% adjustment for inflation was added together with a contingency amount of £1000 giving a total of £9,155 for the expected standard parish expenditure for 2019/2020.

The parish council considered possible income for the year but it was decided that future rental income should not be included as this was not guaranteed The current amount in the bank realised £11,405.69.

c) The precept for 2018/2019 was £4972.75. The retail price index showed a current rate of inflation of 3.5%. Having considered all the figures, it was decided to raise the precept by 1.8%. This produces an increase of £89.51 giving a precept for the year of £5062.26. The rise would mean an increase of a matter of pence per household giving a yearly amount of £5-£6 per household.











2953
d) The risk management policy distributed to the parish councillors was agreed.

         11.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

a)The Parish Rooms electrical inspection had been conducted and was successful. However, the electrical inspection for Sunnyside was deemed unsatisfactory. The electrician recommended that the building should be rewired and provided a quotation of £5, 716 + VAT to carry out the work. This quotation was based on having access to all areas to carry out the work with the property ideally being empty. It was decided that another quotation was required. Chairman to obtain quotation to rewire Sunnyside.
The redecoration of the ground floor of the Parish Rooms had commenced.
b)A risk assessment of the Parish Rooms was carried out by the clerk and Mrs. 

Scrogham.
No sources of ignition near combustible materials were found on the ground floor as the electric heaters are mounted above head height on the walls. 

On the first floor no sources of ignition with nearby combustible materials were found as the electric heaters are also mounted above head height on the walls. The water heater and electric cooker in the kitchen were clear of any kind of debris. The power sockets were unplugged. The fire door was not obstructed and the fire stairs and escape route were clear. Mrs. Scrogham and the clerk tested the escape route by walking down the fire escape and along the path onto the road by Sunnyside.

The curtains are fire-proofed. All windows can be opened and are of a type that may be used to exit the building if a fire were to block the exit door.

It was considered that the fire alarm being raised by human voice would be sufficient given the size of the building. The obligatory ‘no smoking’ signs are displayed

together with the instructions for the evacuation of the building in case of fire. The fire extinguishers are serviced yearly. 
         12. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid        
         Sunnyside & Parish Rooms electrical
      
      £426.05
inspections
Invoices Due for Payment
         Clerk’s Expenses

         Keys cut




          £4.00

         Telephone calls



          £8.00








        --------








        £12.00








        --------

         Defibrillator relocation


      £150.00
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Receipts
         Sunnyside rent



                  £430.00

Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds statement no. 97 issue date 10th October 2018) balance on 10th October 2018: £11,405.69. 
13. Planning Applications

Pennington
The following planning applications were approved:-

         SL/2018/0801

7, Park Avenue, Swarthmoor, two storey rear extension

SL/2018/0817

Rowe End Farm, agricultural workers dwelling

         14.  Correspondence
         The correspondence list was read.
15.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda
Change meeting date to second Monday of the month.
The next meeting was arranged for 19th November 2018.

Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 16th October 2018
 
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

