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PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Pennington Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 19th November 2018 at 7 p.m. in the Pennington Parish Rooms.

Present:  Mr. Bertram
(Chairperson) Mrs. Thompson (Vice-chairperson)                

                Mr. Stretch


           District Councillor Mrs. Airey  
    County Councillor Mrs. Willis      District Councillor Mr. Butcher

    The South Lakes Housing Sheltered Housing Manager  

    PCSO Helen Madden                    2 members of the public                   
1.   Apologies

    Mrs. Scrogham                              District Councillor Mr. Airey 
2.   Minutes of Previous Meeting 
The minutes were approved and signed.
3.    Declaration of Councillor Interests

Mrs. Thompson declared an interest in the Rufus Lane maintenance. 
4.    Public Participation by Question & Comment

PCSO Helen Madden reported that the incidents of note in the parish consisted of two sudden deaths with no suspicious circumstances. There were two concerns for welfare with one being referred to partner agencies and one requiring no further action. There was one active investigation into harassment. There was one trailer fire on the highway, one theft of red diesel from a tractor in Pennington and one theft of scrap from a garden in Swarthmoor. 
PCSO Madden informed the council that parking and access problems were being monitored at the school with further patrols planned. A trial was carried out placing parking cones along the hedge opposite the school. Whilst this was designed to improve the children’s safety, the clear road encouraged drivers to increase their driving speed. Joint patrols were planned with SLDC enforcement to monitor dog fouling, littering, fly tipping and abandoned vehicles using SLDC stencils in problem areas. The use of the laser speed gun was planned for Main Road and Carley Lane.

A resident raised the issue of the broken seat at Beckside. This had previously been considered by the council and it was concluded that the seat was beyond repair and was situated in a dangerous position on the junction. He also brought the council’s attention to the container situated at Cowran Farm and the lack of screening as stipulated in the planning application. District Councillor Andrew Butcher to investigate.
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County Councillor Mrs. Willis reported that, following the roundabout consultation, she had been contacted regarding the dangerous Park Field and Park Road junctions. 

Mrs. Willis stated that she would like to assure concerned residents that Cumbria Council Council was aware of the situation at these junctions and this concern was voiced during meetings with Highways England.

District Councillor Mr. Butcher commented how pleasing it was that young people attended the Remembrance Service at the War Memorial. He also reported that James Airey and himself met with the Transport Secretary, the Rt Hon Chris Grayling MP, to highlight the rail problems and the dangerous A590 which, when blocked, transferred the considerable danger to the alternative route of the narrow country lanes.
5.  Independent Living
The Sheltered Housing Manager from South Lakes Housing addressed the council and explained that, in addition to providing sheltered housing, the organisation supported living independently at home. ‘The Pebbell’ was introduced to the council which, in the form of a waterproof soft touch key fob, provided a one touch direct dial system to a 24/7 emergency call handling service to contact the next of kin or to escalate the necessary procedure. The Pebbell also provides a two-way speech function, falling alarm, and the ability to set safe boundaries on a map for dementia sufferers which would raise an alarm if the boundaries were broken with help being directed to the location. 
The council and attendees were very impressed with the technology and thanked the Sheltered Housing Manager for attending. It was agreed that the details for this aid to independent living would be posted on the parish council Facebook page and website and sent to the Community News editorial team.
6.  Swarthmoor 

a)The Swarthmoor playground report had been received. A request had been received to purchase a new lawn mower for the playground. Unfortunately, due to the potential cost of rewiring Sunnyside, it was thought that it would be prudent not to spend money on non essential items until the final cost of the maintenance was known.
b)The bus shelters and telephone box had been cleaned. Further communication had been received regarding the poster in the bus stop near the Miners Arms. As the complaint resulted from the ‘scary’ faces on the poster and the fact that the poster had crumpled to the extent that the faces were no longer visible, it was decided that no action was required. Mrs. Thompson offered to investigate the funding available for a new bus stop.
c)The Chairman had received a telephone call from a resident who believed that the land at the Swarthmoor end of Rufus Lane Bridleway was owned by the adjoining bungalow. Cumbria County Council had requested that the parish council obtain permission from the landowners to carry out the work for the bridleway improvement.
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7.   Loppergarth

a)The Loppergarth playground report had been received. 
8.  Community Led Plan

The next meeting is scheduled for 30th November 2018 at Pennington School also attended by the school headmistress and the Development Officer from ACTion with Communities in Cumbria who will assist in interpreting the data and drawing up the ensuing plan.
9.  Parish Council

a)  The Sunnyside annual lease was due for renewal in January and it was decided to increase the monthly rent from £430 to £460. Clerk to inform Mr. Flower of rent increase and issue lease.
b) The annual allotment rent was considered and it was decided to maintain the rent at £30 per year. Clerk to issue allotment leases in January.
c) The annual grazing land rent was considered and it was decided to increase it from £275 to £285. Clerk to issue new lease in the new year.
d) The clerk’s salary was considered and it was decided to increase it in line with the service in job salary scale and the national pay increase. This was increased to £298.13 per month. Clerk to submit the standing order amendment letter to the bank.
e)The community Christmas gifts were decided for Swarthmoor and Pennington. Clerk to buy a £10 Booths voucher for each of them.
f)It was decided to review the website content with a full council present.

g)Due to the current third Monday in the month meeting day for the council clashing with that of Ulverston Town Council, it was proposed to alter the Pennington Parish Council meeting day to the second Monday in the month. This was carried unanimously.

h)Due to the increased amount of correspondence received by email, it was decided to add an agenda item of ‘response to emails’ to discuss which emails required action.
         10.  Naturally Occurring Gas

         County Councillor Mrs. Willis had very kindly contacted Cumbria County Council
         regarding the enquiry about radon gas. It was the county council’s understanding that

         testing for radon gas was the responsibility of the owner of the residence.
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         11.  Sunnyside & Parish Rooms

Further quotations for the rewiring of Sunnyside could not be obtained due to the house not being sufficiently empty to carry out the work. It was decided that this should be discussed with the tenant to resolve the situation. Mr. Stretch to contact the tenant.
The redecoration of the ground floor of the Parish Rooms was complete.
         12. Invoices for Payment/Receipts
Invoices Paid        
         Clean bus shelters & telephone box      
      £380.00
         Parish Rooms decoration


   £1.070.00
         Insurance




   £1,750.41
Side cutters for Swarthmoor Playground
        £22.99

Poppy wreath




        £15.00
Streetlight maintenance


      £229.34
Invoices Due for Payment

Christmas gifts



        £20.00
Receipts
         Sunnyside rent



                  £430.00

Balance









Bank statement (Lloyds statement no. 98 issue date 9th November 2018) balance on 9th November 2018: £10,438.86. 
13. Planning Applications

Pennington
The following planning application was approved:-

         SL/2018/0845
erection of upto two self build dwellings, land adjacent to Quaker 

         Lodge, Carley Lane
         Pennington Parish Council, however, made the following comment:-

	
	


‘Pennington Parish Council would like to draw attention to the recent approved planning application, SL/2018/0322, land adjacent to East Drive, Birkrigg Park, High Carley, ULVERSTON, LA12 0UB.
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Concerns amongst residents from this application were:-
1.Increased demand upon sewage system (SL/2018/0322 is installing its own treatment plants).
2. Unreliable local electricity sub station(SL/2018/0322 the applicant has confirmed there will be no connection to the Birkrigg Park supply).
3.Surface water drainage.
The design and access statement from the new application SL/2018/0845 states:-
“There is a main sewer in Carley Lane, immediately in front of the site, as well as water and gas pipes. The new house(s) will connect to all main services.”
As the land adjacent to Quaker Lodge application is in the same area as the land adjacent to East Drive planning application, Pennington Parish Council would like the above residents' concerns to be considered during the planning application process for SL/2018/0845.’
         The applicant spoke at the meeting to assure the councillors their comments had been
         noted and appropriate action taken. The applicant was willing to provide a self 

         contained sewage system and believed that it would be possible not to connect to the

         Birkrigg Park electricity supply. Advice had also been obtained from Cumbria County

         Council and Highways England to resolve any surface water or highways issues.
Cumbria County Council

The following planning application was approved:-

         5/18/9014

storage/workshop and site office and welfare building for Tony 

         Brown Aggregates Ltd., including hardstanding areas for parking and the creation of

         bunds for landscaping, Diamond Yard, Pennington Lane, Lindal-in-Furness

         14.  Correspondence
         The correspondence list was read.
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15.  Date of Next Meeting & Items for the Agenda
Website review.
The next meeting was arranged for 10th December 2018.

Christine Braithwaite, Clerk to the Council 20th November 2018
 
Signed as accurate and correct:

Date.....................

…………………………………………




Chairperson, Pennington Parish Council

