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 PENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL Meeting of the Parish Council 
Monday 12th May 2025 

7pm 
Parish Rooms 

Minutes 

Attendees Mrs Athersmith 
Mrs Bell (Clerk) 
Mr Corbett  

Mrs Slater 
Mr Stretch 
Mr Squires 

Cllr Brereton 
2 members of the public 

 DISCUSSION  
ACTIONS 

OWNER DUE 

25-05/1 
Election of Officers 

• Due to the exiting Chair not being in attendance, it was proposed and seconded that Helen Slater be elected as Chair.  

• Helen Slater accepted the position temporarily and signed the declaration of acceptance of office in front of the proper officer of 
the council. 

25-05/2 
Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from 

• Mrs Corbett 

• Cllr Cooper 

25-05/3 
Declarations of Councillors 
Interests 

• None noted 

25-05/4 
Exclusion of Press and Public 

• None noted 

25-05/5 
Vacancies 

• There were no vacancies noted and full membership 
observed. 

   

25-05/6 
Previous Minutes  
dated 07/04/2025 
and Matters Arising 

• Minutes were approved and signed as a true reflection of 
the meeting 

   

25-05/7 
Public Participation by Question 
and Comment 

• A member of the public and representative of the CLP 
group provided updates on the VE Day events and Easter 
Trail.  
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• Thanks were extended to the CLP group and all other 
groups for their continued support and wo9rk in the 
community. 

• A member of the public requested that the salt piles be 
reinstated into their original positions between Browns 
Meats and Cowran Farm. 

• A member of the public raised concerns over the number 
of boats that have appeared over recent weeks at Cowran 
Farm, road safety issues of them being transported along 
the narrow roads with no traffic impact assessment and 
safety issues arising from them. 

• The member of the public requested that Council write to 
the planning authority in relation to the above. 

• A member of the public reported roots effecting the 
railway bridges at Rowe Head and Low Greaves. It was 
confirmed that Rowe Head has been reported and a 
response received . 

• Council were informed that a resident has commented on 
overgrown green at Birkrigg Park resulting in clock 
dandelions blowing into gardens and has requested that 
the Clerk report it. 

• Council were informed that a resident has commented on 
the A590 being down to one lane due to debris at the 
round-a-bout on the way to the hospital and has 
requested that the Clerk report it. 

 
 
 

• Cllr Brereton agreed to 
follow up on this action 

 

• Council to write to the 
planning authority 

 
 
 
 
 

• Council to report Low 
Greaves bridge to Network 
Rail 

 

• Council to contact Cllr 
Cooper re: grass cutting 
management plan. 

 

• Website, social media and 
CommChat to continue to 
point residents to HIAMS to 
report issues. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• LB 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• HSl 
 
 
 

• LB 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Ongoing 
 
 
 

• ASAP 

25-05/8 
District Councillors/ Elected 
Members Reports 

• Cllr Brereton provided updates and information on Fibrus 
– pole installation and the lack of communication and 
consultation. 

• Cllr Brereton provided updates and information on the 
Boundary Review. 

• Cllr Brereton provided updates and information on the 
call for sites for the local plan. 
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25-05/9 
Swarthmoor/ High Carley 

• Council were informed that we are still awaiting quotes 
for the replacement gate at Swarthmoor park. 

•  •  •  

25-05/10 
Pennington/ Loppergarth 

• Nothing to report.  
 

  

25-05/11 
Sunnyside/ Parish Rooms 

• Nothing to report. •  •  •  

25-05/12 
Planning Matters 

• Planning application 2025/0801/HOU – single story rear 
extension and detached single story garage to the side at 
14 Trinkeld Avenue Swarthmoor was discussed and it was 
resolved that the council has no comment to make. 

• Planning application 2025/0878/LDPR – Lawful 
development certificate for a proposed single story rear 
extension at 8 Heather Bank Swarthmoor was discussed 
and it was resolved that the council has no comment to 
make. 

• Planning application 2025/0828/FPA – Change of use of 
existing garden log cabin from incidental residential use to 
holiday let and ancillary residential accommodation at 
Toad Cottage Beckside Pennington was discussed and it 
was resolved that the council has no comment to make. 

• Planning application 2024/2105/FPA – Siting of a self-
contained residential lodge in the rear garden at Ewbank 
Main Road Swarthmoor was discussed and it was resolved 
to send the same response as previously – the same 
concerns are still valid. 

• Council to respond • LB • ASAP 

25-05/13 
Financial Matters 

Financial Matters 
Balance as at 11/03/2025 
 
Balance at 01/04/2025 
 
Payments 

 
£29,217.42 
 
£28,870.02 
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To resolve to note the following payments from Bank 
Statements 11/03/2025 – 10/04/2025 
SSE Streetlighting 
Salary and WFH 
Waterplus Allotments 
Ionos Website 
Total Statement Expenditure 
 
Receipts 
To resolve to note the following receipts from Bank 
Statements 11/03/2025 – 10/04/2025 
Sunnyside Rent 
Total Bank Statement Receipts   
 
Bank Statement Balance at 10/04/2025 
 
Cashbook Payments 
Eon Next Parish Rooms 
Basket ball area tidy up 
CALC Membership 
.GOV domains 
                                                                           
Anticipated Payments 
Salary and WFH 
Waterplus Allotments 
1 and 1 Ionos 
SSE Streetlights  
 
Cashbook Receipts 
Sunnyside Rent 
Room Hire 
 
Anticipated Receipts 

£57.77 
£759.63 
£23.39 
£10.80 
£851.59 
 
 
 
 
£470.00 
£470.00 
 
£28,835.83 
 
 
£40.49 
£275.00 
£416.31 
£372.00 
 
 
£759.63 
£23.39 
£41.00 
£63.99 
 
 
£470.00 
£133.00 
 
 
£470.00 
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Sunnyside Rent 
 
Reserves                                                                                                             
Buildings Maintenance                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Bus Shelters Maintenance                                                                             
Election Fees 
Playground Maintenance 
Car Parks 
Footpaths 
Allotments 
CLP 
Grants 
General Reserves 
Total                                                                                                                    
 
To resolve to consider/approve the following payments: 
 

 
£16,251.49 
£1,813.73 
£3,000.00 
£2,418.80 
£400.00 
£400.00 
£400.00 
£250.00 
£225.00 
£3,676.81 
£28,870.02 
 
 

25-05/14 
Finance 
Asset List 

• It was resolved to approve the asset list    

25-05/15 
Finance 
Budget Review 

• It was resolved to approve the summary of the year end 
accounts and budget review 

   

25-05/16 
Finance 
VAT Return 

• The VAT Return application was noted    

25-05/17 
Finance 
Reconciliation 2024/2025 

• It was resolved to approve the summary of the year end 
accounts 

   

25-05/18 
Finance 
AGAR – Contact Details 

• Contact details were noted as Lynn Bell as Clerk/ RFO and 
Helen Slater as Chair. 
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25-05/19 
Finance 
AGAR – Internal Audit Report 

• The books had been approved by the internal auditor and 
the summary of the year end accounts had been provided 

   

25-05/20 
Finance 
AGAR – Certificate of Exemption 

• It was resolved to certify the council as exempt from a 
limited assurance review by the external auditor as the 
qualifying criteria had been met 

   

25-05/21 
Finance 
AGAR – Section 1 Annual 
Governance Statement 

• It was resolved to approve Section 1 the Annual 
Governance Statement of the Local Councils in England 
Annual Return 

   

25-05/22 
Finance 
AGAR – Section 2 Annual 
Accounting Statement 

• It was resolved to approve Section 2 the Accounting 
Statement of the Local Councils in England Annual Return 

   

25-05/23 
Finance 
AGAR Exercise of Public Rights 

• It was resolved to set the period for public rights as 9th 
June 2025 – 18th July 2025 

   

25-05/24 
Dog Fouling 

• It was resolved to carry this item to the next meeting    

25-05/15 
Fibrus 
 

• As updated by Cllr Brereton    

25-05/26 
Items for future agenda 

• None identified    

25-05/27 
Date of Next Meeting 

The next ordinary meeting was agreed for 9th June 2025 – 7pm in the Parish Rooms.  
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